
The Partners

The POERUP Consortium is a group of organisations across 
Europe and Canada interested in understanding how better 
to foster the uptake of OER by governments and groups of 
educational institutions.

It consists of:

ź Two open universities:
Open Universiteit Nederland and Athabasca University

ź Two campus universities, but both with capacity in 
distance education:
University of Leicester (the Applicant) and 
Vidéoscop, Université Nancy 2 (the Evaluator)

ź Two specialist e-learning consultancies: 
Sero Consulting (the Coordinator) and SCIENTER

ź One Europe-wide e-learning association: 
European Distance and E-Learning Network

The Project Manager is Paul Bacsich.

Key Outputs

Three EU-wide policy papers – for schools, for 
universities, and for colleges and other organised 
education providers – on how to foster OER uptake.

Seven options brief packs for EU nations/regions:

ź UK (England, Wales and Scotland separately)

ź Netherlands

ź Italy

ź Hungary

ź France

each in the national language with an Executive 
Summary in the national language and in English.
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For more details contact:

Paul Bacsich

POERUP Project Manager

Email: 
paul.bacsich@sero.co.uk

Mobile:
 +44 7919 113 894

Websites: 
http://poerup.referata.com

http://www.poerup.info

This publication reflects the views only of the author, and the 
European Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which 
may be made of the information contained therein.



P UP 
– Policies for OER Uptake

POERUP is carrying out research to understand 
how governments can stimulate the uptake of 
OER by policy means. We aim to convince 
decision-makers that in order to be successful 
with OER, they will have to formulate 
evidence-based policies based on looking 
beyond one's own country, region or 
continent, beyond the educational sector they 
look after.

POERUP aims to study the end-user–producer 
communities behind OER initiatives. By 
comparing in-depth European case-studies to 
selected non-European ones we will refine 
and elaborate recommendations to formulate 
a set of action points that can be applied to 
ensuring the realisation of successful, lively 
and sustainable OER communities.

We want to provide education authorities, the 
research community and OER initiative 
management with trustworthy and balanced 
research results, in which feedback from all 
stakeholder groups has been incorporated 

and which can be used as standard 
literature. A specific objective is to help 

readers in charge of OER initiatives to 
find ways of incorporating successful 

features of other initiatives.

OER The Research

The project uses a multi-method research approach to 
triangulate research data from different sources to gain an 
in-depth view into the topic:

ź Producing a global inventory of at least 100 of the most 
relevant national and other large-scale OER initiatives at 
the above institutional level. This is done by an in-depth 
desk research. Language barriers will be taken care 
by translating the most relevant parts into French, 
Italian, Dutch and Spanish. 

ź Producing 11 country reports plus 13 more country 
mini-reports (8 European, 5 non-European countries). 
These are created based on literature review and 
document analysis of relevant policy papers and country 
reports from previous projects.

ź Fostering volunteer effort via the International Advisory 
Committee (IAC) to produce more country mini-reports.

ź Selecting 7 case studies (2 primary schools, 2 secondary 
schools, 2 universities, 1 “other”) from the inventory in 
the context of the country studies. To gain an in-depth 
view into the dynamics of OER communities, Social 
Network Analysis (SNA) methodology will be used. 
Based on the analysis, recommendations will be 
formulated. 

ź Creation of policy advice reports for universities, schools 
and colleges.

The Workplan

The POERUP Workplan has the usual components of Project 
Management, Dissemination, Exploitation and Evaluation. 

Country studies on OER in Education

ź European Union: Belgium (Flanders), France, Hungary, 
Italy, Netherlands, Poland and UK

ź Outside the EU: Australia, Canada, New Zealand and 
United States

ź Mini-studies under consideration on Germany, 
Romania, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Russia and Turkey; 
and outside Europe on Argentina, China and Korea

Regional/linguistic studies on OER in Education

ź Dutch-speaking world community

ź Francophone community

ź Commonwealth of Nations

ź Arab Middle East

ź Eastern Europe, Africa and Asia

Research on OER communities

Social Network Analysis will be used to research ten case 
studies likely to include JISC, OpenLearn, Wikiwijs and OER 
university.

International Advisory Committee

In addition POERUP has an International Advisory 
Committee of renowned experts in Open Educational 
Resources both in Europe and further afield. This is 
under the chairmanship of Fred Mulder, former 
Rector of the Dutch Open University.

http://www.poerup.info
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